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Georgia House of Assembly, 26 February 1778 

The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole house to take into consideration the 
Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union, and after sometime spent therein, Mr. Speaker 
resumed the chair and Mr. Whitefield from the committee of the whole reported they had taken the 
said Articles into consideration and gone through the same and made several amendments thereto 
which were read and agreed to. 

Extract from the Minutes, George Cuthbert, Clerk. 

Report of the Amendments to the Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union. 

4th. Article, 4 page 4th line, add the words “white inhabitants.” 6th line, between the words 
“vagabonds and,” add “all persons who refuse to bear arms in defense of the state to which they 
belong and all persons who have been or shall be attainted and adjudged guilty of high treason in 
any of the United States.” 9 Article, 20th page 20 line, between the words “emitted to,” add “and the 
expenditure of the same.” 11 Article, page 25, between the words “Canada acceding,” add “and the 
colonies of East and West Florida.” 

A true copy from the original taken the 24 May and examined by George Cuthbert, C.H.A. 

Resolved, That the delegates for this state be authorized and required to lay before the general 
Congress of the United States the several alterations proposed and agreed upon by this House this 
day in the Articles of Confederation and that they do use their exertions to have such alterations 
agreed to and confirmed in Congress. 

Resolved, That in case all or none of such alterations shall be agreed to and confirmed in Congress, 
that then and notwithstanding, they be empowered and required in behalf of this state to sign, ratify, 
and confirm the several Articles of the Confederation recommended to the respective legislatures of 
the United States by Congress or any other plan of a general confederation which shall be agreed 
upon by nine of the United States. 

Extract from the Minutes, George Cuthbert, Clerk. 

Cite as: The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution Digital Edition, ed. John 
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Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2009. Original source: Constitutional Documents and 
Records, 1776–1787, Volume I: Constitutional Documents and Records, 1776–1787  
 


	Georgia House of Assembly, 26 February 1778

