
Benjamin	  Lincoln	  to	  Daniel	  Shays,	  Hadley,	  Massachusetts,	  	  
31	  January	  1787	  

Gentlemen,	  Your	  request	  is	  totally	  inadmissible,	  as	  no	  powers	  are	  delegated	  to	  me	  
which	  would	  justify	  a	  delay	  of	  my	  operations.	  Hostilities	  I	  have	  not	  commenced.	  

I	  have	  again	  to	  warn	  the	  people	  in	  arms	  against	  Government,	  immediately	  to	  disband,	  as	  
they	  would	  avoid	  the	  ill	  consequences	  which	  may	  ensue,	  should	  they	  be	  inattentive	  to	  
this	  caution.	  
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