
Daniel	
  Shays	
  to	
  Benjamin	
  Lincoln,	
  Pelham,	
  Massachusetts,	
  	
  
30	
  January	
  1787	
  

The	
  people	
  Assembled	
  in	
  Arms	
  from	
  the	
  Counties	
  of	
  Middlesex,	
  Worcester,	
  Hampshire	
  
&	
  Berkshire	
  taking	
  into	
  serious	
  Consideration	
  the	
  purport	
  of	
  the	
  Flag	
  just	
  Received—	
  

Return	
  for	
  Answer,	
  that	
  however	
  unjustifiable	
  the	
  measure	
  may	
  be,	
  which	
  the	
  people	
  
have	
  adopted,	
  in	
  having	
  recourse	
  to	
  Arms,	
  Various	
  Circumstances	
  have	
  induced	
  them	
  
thereto,	
  we	
  are	
  Sensible	
  of	
  the	
  Embarrasments	
  the	
  people	
  are	
  under,	
  but	
  that	
  Virtue	
  
which	
  truly	
  Charaterises	
  the	
  Citizens	
  of	
  a	
  Republican	
  Government	
  hath	
  hitherto	
  marked	
  
our	
  paths	
  with	
  a	
  Degree	
  of	
  Innocence,	
  &	
  we	
  wish	
  &	
  trust	
  it	
  will	
  still	
  be	
  the	
  Case,	
  at	
  the	
  
same	
  time	
  the	
  people	
  are	
  willing	
  to	
  lay	
  down	
  their	
  Arms	
  on	
  the	
  Condition	
  of	
  a	
  General	
  
Pardon,	
  and	
  Return	
  to	
  their	
  respective	
  homes	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  unwilling	
  to	
  Stain	
  the	
  Land	
  
which	
  we	
  in	
  the	
  late	
  war	
  purchased	
  at	
  so	
  dear	
  a	
  rate	
  with	
  the	
  Blood	
  of	
  our	
  Brethren	
  and	
  
Neighbours,	
  therefore	
  we	
  pray	
  that	
  Hostilities	
  may	
  Cease	
  on	
  your	
  part	
  untill	
  our	
  united	
  
Prayers	
  may	
  be	
  presented	
  to	
  the	
  General	
  Court,	
  &	
  we	
  receive	
  an	
  Answer,	
  as	
  a	
  person	
  is	
  
gone	
  for	
  that	
  purpose,	
  if	
  this	
  Request	
  may	
  be	
  complied	
  with,	
  Government	
  shall	
  meet	
  
with	
  no	
  interruption	
  from	
  the	
  people,	
  but	
  let	
  each	
  Army	
  Occupy	
  the	
  posts	
  where	
  they	
  
now	
  are.	
  Daniel	
  Shays	
  Capt.	
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