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The	
  late	
  Convention	
  have	
  submitted	
  to	
  your	
  consideration	
  a	
  plan	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  federal	
  
government.	
  The	
  subject	
  is	
  highly	
  interesting	
  to	
  your	
  future	
  welfare.	
  Whether	
  it	
  be	
  
calculated	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  great	
  ends	
  of	
  civil	
  society,	
  viz.,	
  the	
  happiness	
  and	
  prosperity	
  
of	
  the	
  community;	
  it	
  behooves	
  you	
  well	
  to	
  consider,	
  uninfluenced	
  by	
  the	
  authority	
  of	
  
names.	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  	
  

Those	
  who	
  are	
  competent	
  to	
  the	
  task	
  of	
  developing	
  the	
  principles	
  of	
  government	
  
ought	
  to	
  be	
  encouraged	
  to	
  come	
  forward,	
  and	
  thereby	
  the	
  better	
  enable	
  the	
  people	
  to	
  
make	
  a	
  proper	
  judgment;	
  for	
  the	
  science	
  of	
  government	
  is	
  so	
  abstruse,	
  that	
  few	
  are	
  able	
  
to	
  judge	
  for	
  themselves;	
  without	
  such	
  assistance	
  the	
  people	
  are	
  too	
  apt	
  to	
  yield	
  an	
  
implicit	
  assent	
  to	
  the	
  opinions	
  of	
  those	
  characters,	
  whose	
  abilities	
  are	
  held	
  in	
  the	
  
highest	
  esteem,	
  and	
  to	
  those	
  in	
  whose	
  integrity	
  and	
  patriotism	
  they	
  can	
  confide;	
  not	
  
considering	
  that	
  the	
  love	
  of	
  domination	
  is	
  generally	
  in	
  proportion	
  to	
  talents,	
  abilities,	
  
and	
  superior	
  acquirements;	
  and	
  that	
  the	
  men	
  of	
  the	
  greatest	
  purity	
  of	
  intention	
  may	
  be	
  
made	
  instruments	
  of	
  despotism	
  in	
  the	
  hands	
  of	
  the	
  artful	
  and	
  designing.	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  	
  

These	
  characters	
  flatter	
  themselves	
  that	
  they	
  have	
  lulled	
  all	
  distrust	
  and	
  jealousy	
  of	
  
their	
  new	
  plan,	
  by	
  gaining	
  the	
  concurrence	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  men	
  in	
  whom	
  America	
  has	
  the	
  
highest	
  confidence,	
  and	
  now	
  triumphantly	
  exult	
  in	
  the	
  completion	
  of	
  their	
  long	
  
meditated	
  schemes	
  of	
  power	
  and	
  aggrandizement.	
  I	
  would	
  be	
  very	
  far	
  from	
  insinuating	
  
that	
  the	
  two	
  illustrious	
  personages	
  alluded	
  to,	
  have	
  not	
  the	
  welfare	
  of	
  their	
  country	
  at	
  
heart;	
  but	
  that	
  the	
  unsuspecting	
  goodness	
  and	
  zeal	
  of	
  the	
  one,	
  has	
  been	
  imposed	
  on,	
  in	
  
a	
  subject	
  of	
  which	
  he	
  must	
  be	
  necessarily	
  inexperienced,	
  from	
  his	
  other	
  arduous	
  
engagements;	
  and	
  that	
  the	
  weakness	
  and	
  indecision	
  attendant	
  on	
  old	
  age,	
  has	
  been	
  
practiced	
  on	
  in	
  the	
  other.	
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