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To	
  the	
  PEOPLE	
  of	
  PENNSYLVANIA.	
  

...Is	
  there	
  any	
  reason	
  to	
  presume	
  that	
  a	
  new	
  Convention	
  will	
  not	
  agree	
  upon	
  a	
  better	
  plan	
  of	
  
government?	
  Quite	
  the	
  contrary,	
  for	
  perhaps	
  there	
  never	
  was	
  such	
  a	
  coincidence	
  on	
  any	
  
occasion	
  as	
  on	
  the	
  present,	
  the	
  opponents	
  to	
  the	
  proposed	
  plan,	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  in	
  every	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  continent,	
  harmonised	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  objections;	
  such	
  an	
  uniformity	
  of	
  opposition	
  is	
  
without	
  example	
  and	
  affords	
  the	
  strongest	
  demonstration	
  of	
  its	
  solidity.	
  Their	
  objections	
  too	
  
arc	
  not	
  local,	
  are	
  not	
  confined	
  to	
  the	
  interests	
  of	
  any	
  one	
  particular	
  state	
  to	
  the	
  prejudice	
  of	
  the	
  
rest,	
  but	
  with	
  a	
  philanthropy	
  and	
  liberality	
  that	
  reflects	
  lustre	
  on	
  humanity,	
  that	
  dignifies	
  the	
  
character	
  of	
  America,	
  they	
  embrace	
  the	
  interests	
  and	
  happiness	
  of	
  the	
  whole	
  union,	
  they	
  do	
  
not	
  even	
  condescend	
  to	
  minute	
  blemishes,	
  but	
  shew	
  that	
  the	
  main	
  pillars	
  of	
  the	
  fabric	
  are	
  bad,	
  
that	
  the	
  essential	
  principles	
  of	
  liberty	
  and	
  safety	
  are	
  not	
  to	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  it,	
  that	
  despotism	
  will	
  be	
  
the	
  necessary	
  and	
  inevitable	
  consequence	
  of	
  its	
  establishment.	
  

	
  

Cite	
  as:	
  The	
  Documentary	
  History	
  of	
  the	
  Ratification	
  of	
  the	
  Constitution	
  Digital	
  Edition,	
  ed.	
  John	
  
P.	
  Kaminski,	
  Gaspare	
  J.	
  Saladino,	
  Richard	
  Leffler,	
  Charles	
  H.	
  Schoenleber	
  and	
  Margaret	
  A.	
  
Hogan.	
  Charlottesville:	
  University	
  of	
  Virginia	
  Press,	
  2009.	
  	
  
Canonic	
  URL:	
  http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/founders/RNCN-­‐03-­‐14-­‐02-­‐0076	
  [accessed	
  01	
  
Feb	
  2013]	
  	
  
Original	
  source:	
  Commentaries	
  on	
  the	
  Constitution,	
  Volume	
  XIV:	
  Commentaries	
  on	
  the	
  
Constitution,	
  No.	
  2	
  	
  
	
  


