
A	  Friend	  of	  Society	  and	  Liberty,	  Pennsylvania	  Gazette,	  23	  July	  1788	  

…The	  liberality	  and	  virtue	  of	  America	  in	  establishing	  perfect	  equality	  and	  freedom	  
among	  all	  religious	  denominations	  and	  societies,	  will	  no	  doubt	  produce	  to	  us	  a	  great	  
reward,	  for	  when	  the	  news	  of	  it	  shall	  reach	  the	  oppressed	  dissenters	  from	  the	  
established	  churches	  of	  Britain,	  Ireland,	  Holland,	  Germany,	  France,	  Spain	  and	  Italy,	  and	  
they	  shall	  find	  that	  it	  encourages	  both	  protestants	  and	  catholics,	  they	  will	  at	  once	  cry	  
out,	  America	  is	  “the	  land	  of	  promise.”	  There	  alone	  can	  the	  sincere	  votaries	  of	  religion	  
enjoy	  their	  lives,	  their	  civil	  and	  religious	  rights	  and	  property,	  without	  suffering	  from	  their	  
attachment	  to	  that	  church	  in	  which	  they	  have	  been	  born	  and	  bred,	  and	  which	  they	  
believe	  to	  be	  right	  and	  true.	  Ye	  Sovereigns	  of	  the	  European	  world,	  continue	  your	  
religious	  oppressions	  at	  your	  peril.	  So	  sure	  as	  you	  persist,	  thousands	  of	  your	  present	  
subjects,	  transplanted	  to	  the	  fertile	  fields,	  the	  healthful	  villages	  and	  populous	  cities	  of	  
America,	  shall	  remind	  you	  of	  your	  impiety	  and	  error,	  when	  it	  shall	  be	  too	  late	  for	  you	  to	  
retrieve	  the	  loss.	  
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