George Mason Speech: Constitutional Convention, 15 September 1787

Col: MASON 2ded. & followed Mr. Randolph in animadversions on the dangerous power and
structure of the Government, concluding that it would end either in monarchy, or a tyrannical
aristocracy; which, he was in doubt, but one or other, he was sure. This Constitution had been
formed without the knowledge or idea of the people. A second Convention will know more of
the sense of the people, and be able to provide a system more consonant to it. It was improper
to say to the people, take this or nothing. As the Constitution now stands, he could neither give
it his support or vote in Virginia; and he could not sign here what he could not support there.
With the expedient of another Convention as proposed, he could sign.



