
John	  Adams	  to	  Cotton	  Tufts,	  Grosvenor	  Square,	  January	  23,	  1788	  
	  
	   You	  will	  receive,	  perhaps	  with	  this,	  a	  third	  Volume	  of	  my	  Defence,	  in	  which	  I	  have	  
Spoken	  of	  the	  new	  Constitution,	  in	  a	  few	  Words.	  This	  closes	  the	  Work,	  and	  I	  believe	  you	  will	  
think	  I	  have	  been	  very	  busy.	  I	  have	  rescued	  from	  everlasting	  Oblivion,	  a	  number	  of	  
Constitutions	  and	  Histories,	  which,	  if	  I	  had	  not	  Submitted	  to	  the	  Drudgery,	  would	  never	  have	  
appeared	  in	  the	  English	  Language.	  They	  are	  the	  best	  Models	  for	  Americans	  to	  study,	  in	  order	  
to	  Show	  them	  the	  horrid	  Precipice	  that	  lies	  before	  them	  in	  order	  to	  enable	  and	  Stimulate	  
them	  to	  avoid	  it.	  
 
 

	  


