
 

 

Massachusetts:	
  The	
  Sixth	
  Pillar	
  of	
  the	
  Great	
  Federal	
  Superstructure,	
  6	
  February	
  
1788	
  
	
  

 
 
On	
  26	
  December	
  1787	
  Benjamin	
  Russell	
  of	
  the	
  Massachusetts	
  Centinel	
  used	
  the	
  metaphor	
  of	
  raised	
  pillars	
  in	
  

“a	
  great	
  FEDERAL	
  SUPERSTRUCTURE”	
  to	
  describe	
  the	
  ratification	
  of	
  the	
  Constitution	
  by	
  three	
  states.	
  On	
  16	
  January	
  
1788,	
  Russell	
  revived	
  and	
  extended	
  this	
  metaphor	
  by	
  printing	
  an	
  illustration	
  in	
  his	
  Centinel.	
  Headed	
  “THE	
  FEDERAL	
  
PILLARS.”	
  The	
  illustration	
  also	
  included	
  a	
  sixth	
  pillar	
  labeled	
  “MASS.,”	
  which	
  was	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  being	
  raised.	
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