Timothy Meanwell, Philadelphia Independent Gazetteer, 29 October 1787

Friend Oswald, As | sometimes (though not very often) read newspapers, and when
| do read any, | generally give thine the preference; because if there is any dispute a—
going, thee generally has both sides of the question. | have also read the new
constitution which is offered to us, and | am very sorry to inform thee that | don’t
altogether like it.
| have searched it from beginning to ending, and | don’t find a protection for the liberty
of conscience, and that all men shall worship god agreeable to their own dictates. |
should have liked the constitution much better if our friends of the Convention had
inserted the 2d article of the Bill of Rights prefixed to the Constitution of Pennsylvania.—
“That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God, according
to the dictates of their own conscience and understanding: And that no man ought, or
of right can be compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect or support any place
of worship, or maintain any ministry, contrary to, or against his own free will and
consent: Nor can any man, who acknowledges the being of a God, be justly deprived or
abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on account of his religious sentiments, or peculiar
mode of religious worship: And that no authority can or ought to be vested in, or
assumed by any power whatever, that shall in any case interfere with, or in any manner
controul, the right of conscience in the free exercise of religious worship.”

Cite as: The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution Digital Edition,
ed. John P. Kaminski, Gaspare J. Saladino, Richard Leffler, Charles H. Schoenleber and
Margaret A. Hogan. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2009.

Canonic URL: http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/founders/RNCN-03-14-03-0003-0006
[accessed 09 Aug 2011]

Original source: Commentaries on the Constitution, Volume XIV: Commentaries on the
Constitution, No. 2



