Willie Jones, Speech in the Ratifying Convention, 31 July 1788

Mr. WILLIE JONES. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman last up has mentioned the resolution of
Congress now lying before us, and the act of Assembly under which we met here, which says
that we should deliberate and determine on the Constitution. What is to be inferred from that?
Are we to ratify it at all events? Have we not an equal right to reject? We do not determine by
neither rejecting nor adopting. It is objected we shall be out of the Union. So | wish to be. We
are left at liberty to come in at any time. It is Said we shall suffer a great loss for want of a share
of the impost. | have no doubt we shall have it when we come in, as much as if we adopted
now. | have a resolution in my pocket, which | intend to introduce if this resolution is carried,
recommending it to the legislature to lay an impost, for the use of Congress, on goods imported
into this state, similar to that which may be laid by Congress on goods imported into the
adopting states. This shows the committee what is my intention, and on what footing we are to
be. This being the case, | will forfeit my life that we shall come in for a share. It is said that all
the offices of Congress will be filled, and we shall have no share in appointing the officers. This
is an objection of very little importance. Gentlemen need not be in such haste. If left eighteen
months or two years without offices, it is no great cause of alarm. The gentleman further said
that we could send no representatives, but must send ambassadors to Congress, as a foreign
power. | assert the contrary; and that, whenever a convention of the states is called, North
Carolina will be called upon like the rest. | do not know what these gentlemen would desire.

| am very sensible that there is a great majority against the Constitution. If we take the question
as they propose, they know it would be rejected, and bring on us all the dreadful consequences
which they feelingly foretell, but which can never in the least alarm me. | have endeavored to
fall in with their opinions, but could not. We have a right, in plain terms, to refuse it if we think
proper. | have, in my proposition, adopted, word for word, the Virginia amendments, with one
or two additional ones. We run no risk of being excluded from the Union when we think proper
to come in. Virginia, our next neighbor, will not oppose our admission. We have a common
cause with her. She wishes the same alterations. We are of the greatest importance to her. She
will have great weight in Congress; and there is no doubt but she will do every thing she can to
bring us into the Union. South Carolina and Georgia are deeply interested in our being
admitted. The Creek nation would overturn these two states without our aid. They cannot exist
without North Carolina. There is no doubt we shall obtain our amendments, and come into the
Union when we please. Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and other states, have proposed
amendments. New York will do also, if she ratifies. There will be a majority of the states, and
the most respectable, important, and extensive states also, desirous of amendments, and
favorable to our admission.

As great names have been mentioned, | beg leave to mention the authority of Mr. Jefferson,
whose great abilities and respectability are well known. When the Convention sat in Richmond,
in Virginia, Mr. Madison received a letter from him. In that letter he said he wished nine states
would adopt it, not because it deserved ratification, but to preserve the Union. But he wished
that the other four states would reject it, that there might he a certainty of obtaining
amendments. Congress may go on, and take no notice of our amendments; but | am confident



they will do nothing of importance till a convention be called. If | recollect rightly, amendments
may be ratified either by conventions or the legislatures of the states. In either case, it may take

up about eighteen months. For my part, | would rather be eighteen years out of the Union than
adopt it in its present defective form.
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