
Parable,	  American	  Mercury,	  22	  October	  1787	  	  

Then	  shall	  the	  Council	  of	  C__________t	  be	  likened	  unto	  ten	  virgins	  which	  took	  their	  
votes	  and	  went	  in	  to	  meet	  the	  Constitution.	  And	  five	  of	  them	  were	  wise	  and	  five	  foolish.	  
And	  they	  that	  were	  foolish	  took	  their	  votes	  and	  took	  no	  sense	  with	  them.	  But	  the	  wise	  
took	  sense	  in	  their	  noddles	  with	  their	  votes.	  While	  the	  Constitution	  tarried,	  they	  all	  
slumbered	  and	  slept.	  And	  at	  midday	  there	  was	  a	  cry	  made,	  “behold	  the	  Constitution	  
cometh;	  go	  ye	  in	  to	  pass	  it.”	  Then	  all	  those	  virgins	  arose	  and	  offered	  their	  votes.	  And	  the	  
foolish	  said	  unto	  the	  wise,	  “give	  us	  of	  your	  sense,	  for	  our	  votes	  are	  unpopular.”	  But	  the	  
wise	  answered,	  saying,	  “not	  so,	  lest	  there	  be	  not	  enough	  for	  us	  and	  you;	  but	  look	  ye	  
rather	  to	  the	  situation	  of	  our	  country,	  and	  learn	  for	  yourselves.”	  And	  while	  they	  went	  to	  
learn,	  the	  Constitution	  came;	  and	  they	  that	  were	  ready	  supported	  it	  with	  their	  voice,	  
and	  the	  question	  was	  carried.	  At	  the	  next	  election	  came	  also	  the	  other	  virgins,	  saying,	  
“People,	  people,	  open	  to	  us.”	  But	  the	  people	  answered	  and	  said,	  “verily	  we	  say	  unto	  
you,	  we	  know	  you	  not.”	  Watch	  therefore,	  or	  you	  will	  not	  discern	  which	  way	  the	  popular	  
wind	  will	  blow.	  
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