Patrick Dollard, Speech in the Ratification Convention, 20 May 1788

Mr. President, | rise, with the greatest diffidence, to speak on this occasion, not only knowing
myself unequal to the task, but believing this to be the most important question that ever the
good people of this state were called together to deliberate upon. This Constitution has been
ably supported, and ingeniously glossed over by many able and respectable gentlemen in this
house, whose reasoning, aided by the most accurate eloquence, might strike conviction even in
the predetermined breast, had they a good cause to support. Conscious that they have not, and
also conscious of my inability to point out the consequences of its defects, which have in some
measure been defined by able gentlemen in this house, | shall therefore confine myself within
narrow bounds; that is, concisely to make known the sense and language of my constituents.
The people of Prince Frederick's Parish, whom | have the honor to represent, are a brave,
honest, and industrious people: In the late bloody contest, they bore a conspicuous part, when
they fought, bled, and conquered, in defence of their civil rights and privileges, which they
expected to transmit untainted to their posterity. They are nearly all, to a man, opposed to this
new Constitution, because, they say they have omitted to insert a bill of rights therein,
ascertaining and fundamentally establishing, the unalienable rights of men, without a full, free,
and secure enjoyment of which there can be no liberty, and over which it is not necessary that
a good government should have the control. They say that they are by no means against vesting
Congress with ample and sufficient powers; but to make over to them, or any set of men, their
birthright, comprised in Magna Charta, which this new Constitution absolutely does, they can
never agree to. Notwithstanding this they have the highest opinion of the virtues and abilities
of the honorable gentlemen from this state, who represented us in the General Convention;
and also a few other distinguished characters, whose names will be transmitted with honor to
future ages; but | believe, at the same time, they are but mortal, and, therefore, liable to err;
and as the virtue and abilities of those gentlemen will consequently recommend their being
first employed in jointly conducting the reins of this government, they are led to believe it will
commence in a moderate aristocracy: but, that it will, in its future operations, produce a
monarchy, or a corrupt and oppressive aristocracy, they have no manner of doubt. Lust of
dominion is natural in every soil, and the love of power and superiority is as prevailing in the
United States, at present, as in any part of the earth; yet in this country, depraved as it is, there
still remains a strong regard for liberty: an American bosom is apt to glow at the sound of it,
and the splendid merit of preserving that best gift of God, which is mostly expelled from every
country in Europe, might stimulate Indolence, and animate even Luxury to consecrate herself at
the altar of freedom.

My constituents are highly alarmed at the large and rapid strides which this new government
has taken towards despotism. They say it is big with political mischiefs, and pregnant with a
greater variety of impending woes to the good people of the Southern States, especially South
Carolina, than all the plagues supposed to issue from the poisonous box of Pandora. They say it
is particularly calculated for the meridian of despotic aristocracy; that it evidently tends to
promote the ambitions views of a few able and designing men, and enslave the rest; that it
carries with it the appearance of an old phrase, formerly made use of in despotic reigns, and
especially by Archbishop Laud, in the reign of Charles I., that is, "non-resistance." They say they



will resist against it; that they will not accept of it unless compelled by force of arms, which this
new Constitution plainly threatens; and then, they say, your standing army, like Turkish
janizaries enforcing despotic laws, must ram it down their throats with the points of bayonets.
They warn the gentlemen of this Convention, as the guardians of their liberty, to beware how
they will be accessory to the disposal of, or rather sacrificing, their dear-bought rights and
privileges. This is the sense and language, Mr. President, of the people; and it is an old saying,
and | believe a very true one, that the general voice of the people is the voice of God. The
general voice of the people, to whom | am responsible, is against it. | shall never betray the
trust resposed in me by them; therefore, shall give my hearty dissent.
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