George Washington To Charles Carter, Mount Vernon, 14 December 1787

Dear Sir,

Your favor of the 21st of Octr would not have remained so long unacknowledged
could | with any degree of precision have answered your quaeries sooner. | wish it was in
my power to do it satisfactorily now...

...I thank you for your Congratulations on my return from the Convention and with what
you add respecting the Constitution. My decided opinion of the matter is that there is
no alternative between the adoption of it and anarchy. If one State however important
it may conceive itself to be should suppose, or a minority of the States, that they can
dictate a Constitution to the Majority unless they have the power of administring to
good effect, administering the Ultema ratio they will find themselves deceived. All the
opposition to it, that | have yet seen, is | must confess addressed more to the passions
than to the reason—and clear | am if another Foederal Convention is attempted the
sentiments of the members will be more discordent or less Conciliator than the last—in
fine, that they will agree upon no genl plan. General Government is now suspended by a
thread | might go farther and say it is really at an end, and what will be the consequence
of a fruitless attempt to amend the one which is offered, before it is tried—or of the
delay from the attempt, does not in my Judgment need the gift of prophecy to predict. |
am not a blind admirer (for | saw the imperfections) of the Constitution to which | have
assisted to give birth—but | am fully persuaded it is the best that can be obtained at this
day and that it or disunion is before us—if the first is our choice when the defects of it
are experenced a Constitutional door is open for amendments and may be adopted in a
peaceable maner without tumult or disorder. | am &ca

G. Washington.

Cite as: The Papers of George Washington Digital Edition, ed. Theodore J. Crackel.
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, Rotunda, 2008.

Canonic URL: http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/founders/GEWN-04-05-02-0442
[accessed 12 Jan 2012]

Original source: Confederation Series (1 January 1784—23 September 1788), Volume 5 (1
February 1787-31 December 1787)



