George Washington to the Marquis de Lafayette, Mount Vernon, 7 February
1788 (excerpt)

...l would not be understood my dear Marquis to speak of consequences which may be
produced, in the revolution of ages, by corruption of morals, profligacy of manners, and
listlessness for the preservation of the natural and unalienable rights of mankind; nor of the
successful usurpations that may be established at such an unpropitious juncture, upon the ruins
of liberty, however providently guarded and secured, as these are contingencies against which
no human prudence can effectually provide. It will at least be a recommendation to the
proposed Constitution that it is provided with more checks and barriers against the
introduction of Tyranny, & those of a nature less liable to be surmounted, than any
Government hitherto instituted among mortals, hath possessed. we are not to expect
perfection in this world: but mankind, in modern times, have apparently made some progress
in the science of Government.—Should that which is now offered to the People of America, be
found on experiment less perfect than it can be made—a Constitutional door is left open for its
amelisration [sic]. Some respectable characters have wished that the States, after having
pointed out whatever alterations and amendments may be judged necessary, would appoint
another federal Co[n]vention to modify it upon those documents. For myself | have wondered
that sensible men should not see the impracticability of the scheme. The members would go
fortified with such Instructions that nothing but discordant ideas could prevail. Had | but slightly
suspected (at the time when the late Convention was in session) that another Convention
would not be likely to agree upon a better form of Government, | should now be confirmed in
the fixed belief that they would not be able to agree upon any System whatever:—So many, |
may add, such contradictory, and, in my opinion, unfounded objections have been urged
against the System in contemplation; many of which would operate equally against every
efficient Government that might be proposed. | will only add, as a farther opinion founded on
the maturest deliberation, that there is no alternative—no hope of alteration—no intermediate
resting place—between the adoption of this and a recurrence to an unqualified state of
Anarchy, with all its deplorable consequences....
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